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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CONRAD, COUNTY OF PONDERA, STATE OF MONTANA
HELD AT CONRAD CITY HALL ON July 1%, 2025

The City Council of the City of Conrad, County of Pondera, State of Montana, met in regular session at
Conrad City Hall on Tuesday, July 1*, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor David Cates, Alderman Amber Schoenrock, Alderman Carrie Doty, Alderman Darryl
Burditt, Alderman Karla Breding, Police Chief Cory Smith, City Clerk Megan Werner

Absent: 0
Guests: Kaeleigh Winnfield (pool manager), Debbie Hicks,
Telecanference Guests: McKenzie Graye, Financial Officer Jodi Rogers, Payroll/Admin Clerl Julic Orcutt
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Cates at 6:00 p.m.
Action: Read and approve minutes of the Jume 17%, 2025 regular council meeting
e Motion by Alderman Breding, Second by Alderman Doty, to approve the minutes of the June 17,
2025 regular meeting as presented
o Motion Carried Unanimously
Action on any Claims and Payroll:

Claims: # 29017, 29019-29029, 29031-29033, 29037-29039, 29043-29052, 29054-29055
Payroll: Total $149,174.56

e Motion by Alderman Breding, Second by Alderman Schoenrock, to approve the claims and payroll,
as presented
o Motion Carried Unanimously

Action on Water Contracts: None

Correspondence: A letter from Lacie Vermulm regarding our webpage, Mayor Cates asked if anyone had
anything they wanted changed. No one had anything they wanted changed.

Public Comment (no action taken): Debbie Hicks asked if the city had a chance to talk to the Port
Authority about the weed issue that was talked about at the previous meeting. No one has had a
chance to speak to anyone at the Port Authority yet. Alderman Breding volunteered to text Mr. Cook, to
which he replied yes, and the “nasty trailer” will be moved. The motorcycle and truck issue has been
resolved for the time being.
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Kaeleigh Winfield is the new pool manager. She reported that things are working great, some issues
with the boiler but that has been resolved. Chlorine levels are being monitored. License from the
inspection is up to date. Swim lessons may be extended if time allows. The staff has been manually
vacuuming pool, which takes time. Discussion regarding the 4% of July 1-5pm open swim. There are
currently 12 lifeguards hired. Pool hours now include being open on Sundays, 1-5pm. Last year the pool
was not open at all on weekends according to Mayor Cates, so this is a big deal to have the pool open 7
days a week.

Departmental reports:

Police Chief Cory Smith gave the June report, see attached for details. 222 calls for information or
service. 2 arrests. 18 citations issued. Officers attended and completed some trainings in the month of
June.

Public Warks Director Zimbelman will give his report at the July 15™ meeting.
Library Director Christensen requested to give her June report at the next meeting, on July 15™.

Discussion/Action: Approve Resolution No. 25-1318 for Transient Business License fee change.

e Motion by Alderman Doty, Second by Alderman Burditt, to approve Resolution 25-1318 as
presented.
o Motion carried unanimously

Discussion/Action: Free Fourth of July swim day at the pool.

e Motion by Alderman Schoenrock, Second by Alderman Breding, to approve July 4th 1-5pm open

swim to the public.
o Motion Carried Unanimously

Discussion/Action: Megan Martin’s request per the Parks and Rec agreement to use fields 3&4, from
August 25" to October 3™, 2025. Fields and restrooms to be unlocked and fields maintained.

e Motion by Alderman Schoenrock, Second by Alderman Breding, to approve Megan Martin’s
request to use fields 3&4 per the agreement.
o Motion Carried Unanimously

Discussion/Action: Chamber sponsored Cornhole Tournament request for the Branding Iron to serve
drinks out of their trailer at one of our parks, Legion Park or the Swimming Pool Park for Conrad Crazy
Days July 22-24.
- Pending event insurance.
e Motion by Alderman Breding, Second by Alderman Schoenrock, to approve request pending the
providing of event insurance and purchasing a catering license by The Branding Iron.
o Motion Carried Unanimously
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Executive Session: None

Other Business: Mayor Cates discussed that on the 7th of July he will attend the first meeting regarding
water rates with Brad Koon and Jodi Rogers. The goal is to have a better idea of rate increases.

When opening the pool this year the AED machines were found to be out of date. Julie reached out to
Logan Health-Conrad who then contacted Pondera Healthcare Foundation and together they will be
proving 6 for us, 4 for police vehicles, one for the pool and one extra. They will also be proving training.
Will set us up to have them recertified when needed.

Splash Park features are being installed currently. Mayor Cates hopes it will be complete by the end of
the week, pending work. Splash Park will be open alongside pool hours for sure, possibly dawn to dusk
as lifeguards are not required. There will be a light installed.

Financial Office Indi Ragers reported she has been working with all the departments on the budget.
They will work off last year’s revenues for numbers. She is plaining to work on salaries for the next
meeting, including cost of living increases. Jodi states that she is ahead of schedule but won’t” know for
sure until the 1st week of August. Union Contract needs to be approved prior to the final budget; they
plan to meet on July 23™ to discuss.

ltems to Appear on the Next Agenda: Public Works, Library and Financial reports.
DNRC Forestry presentation regarding trees. Will be here for 2 days, during which Hannah will do a mini

tree study.

Carrie Doty will not be at the August 5" meeting.
There being no further business to come before the Council,

e Motion by Alderman Schoenrock, Second by Alderman Breding, to adjourn the meeting

at 6:31p.m.
o Motion Carried Unanimously
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