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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF CONRAD, COUNTY OF PONDERA, STATE OF MONTANA
HELD AT CONRAD CITY HALL ON OCTOBER 21*', 2025

The City Council of the City of Conrad, County of Pondera, State of Montana, met in regular session at
Conrad City Hall on Tuesday October 21st, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor David Cates, Alderman Amber Schoenrock, Alderman Darryl Burditt, Alderman Carrie
Doty, Administrative Clerk Julie Orcutt and City Clerk Jerad Walston.

Absent: Alderman Karla Breding, excused absence; Jodi Rogers, sick.
Guests: Paul Ekness

Teleconference Guests: None

The meeting was called to order by Mayor David Cates at 6:00 p.m.

1. Action: Read and approve minutes of October 7th, 2025, regular council meeting.
e Motion by Alderman Carrie Doty, Second by Alderman Darryl Burditt, to approve the
minutes of the October 7, 2025, regular meeting, as presented.
o Motion Carried Unanimously

2. Action on any Claims and Payroll:
Claims: 29279, 29287-29288, 29292-29303, 29305-29315

Payroll for October: n/a
e Motion by Alderman Amber Schoenrock, Second by Alderman Carrie Doty, to approve the

claims as presented.
o Motion Carried Unanimously

3. Action on Water Contracts: None

4. Correspondence: None

5. Public Comment (no action taken): None

6. Department Reports:

e Finance Office -
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o Mayor David Cates explained the budget report and pointed out the disparity
between the budget and actual cash on hand is due to the largest portion of
revenue coming in between December and February, and that the city is on track

(see attached document for more details).

7. Discussion/Action: Chamber’s request for street closure for “Trunk or Treat”.
e Motion by Alderman Amber Schoenrock, Second by Alderman Carrie Doty, to approve the
Chamber’s request to close main street for “Trunk or Treat" and assist with signs on October
31%, 2025, from 4:45 pm to 8 pm.
o Motion Carried Unanimously

8. Discussion/Action: Creation of a Tree Board

e Mayor David Cates outlined the creation of a Tree Board with Lida Holtz serving as
president, Paul Ekness as Vice President and Bonnie Hjelm as Secretary, with David Cates
serving on the committee as well. Mayor Cates went on to briefly outline the steps
necessary for Conrad to become a “Tree City”.

e Alderman Carrie Doty questioned the frequency of meetings, as well as the logistics
included in the ordinance, which Mayor Cates briefly explained.

e Paul Ekness briefly explained his background and expertise in this field.

e Motion by Alderman Amber Schoenrock, Second by Alderman Darryl Burditt, to create a
Tree Board, with Lida Holtz serving as president, Paul Ekness as Vice President and Bonnie
Hjelm as Secretary, with David Cates serving on the committee as well.

o Motion Carried Unanimously

9. Executive Session: None

10. Other Business:
e Mayor David Cates briefly discussed the details of the recent inspection of city buildings.
e City Clerk Jerad Walston outlined features that can be utilized using the City’s new
conferencing hardware and integration with MS Teams (see attached document for
more details).

11. Items to Appear on the Next Agenda:
n/a

There being no further business to come before the Council,

12. Motion by Alderman Carrie Doty, Second by Alderman Amber Schoenrock, to adjourn the meeting
at 6:26 p.m.
e Motion Carried Unanimously
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